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MORRIS AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT CERTIFICATION REPORT
City of Schenectady, Schenectady County, New York
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Location, Boundary Justification, Property Types & Contributing Features
The Morris Avenue Historic District is located in the City of Schenectady, Schenectady County,
New York. It comprises a portion of one block of Morris Avenue between Union Street and
Eastern Avenue. See attached historic district map for definition of the boundary. The district
represents an urban residential plan laid out in 1909 organized around a boulevard with planted
islands and developed with houses designed in the Craftsman style. The plan is a contributing
feature of the district, which contains eleven properties, all contributing to its significance. Each
of the eleven properties contain a contributing building (single dwelling), and nine contain
contributing outbuildings (garages). Two properties contain non-contributing outbuildings
(garages and shed). See attached property list for specific descriptions and contributing status. A
feature is considered contributing if it contains components constructed within the period of
significance (1909-1940). The principal building types characterizing the historic district are
single dwellings and garages. Components constructed or altered in design or materials
representing periods after the Second World War are considered noncontributing. The district
contains approximately two acres.

Description of Historic Features
The Morris Avenue Historic District developed as part of a subdivision plan known as the Case
Plot, filed in 1909 by the real estate firm DeForest-Nicklas Co. (Fig.2). The district excludes lots in
the plan that front on Eastern Avenue (3) and Union Street (3). Two-family houses were built on
the Eastern Avenue lots that are characteristic of the development on that street but not
consistent with the Craftsman-style single-family homes on Morris Avenue. The three houses on
Union Street are more like those built on Morris Avenue, but they are part of the Union Street
Historic District. The parcel devised to the Second Reformed Church occupies about half of the
westerly side of Morris Avenue on the plan. The church built on the corner of Union Street also
is considered within the Union Street Historic District, but the parsonage built on the rear of the
lot in 1922 and since subdivided on a lot separate from the church, was not recorded in the
district documentation. The parsonage is now considered part of the Morris Avenue Historic
District even though it was not of the 1909 Case Plot plan.
Although short in length, running only between Union Street and Eastern Avenue, Morris
Avenue was laid out as a boulevard with two planted islands and a center turning circle (Fig.2).
That single action conveyed a distinction to the street, and deed restrictions that required 30 ft.
setbacks and single-family houses a full two stories in height and costing no less than $3,500
assured a development of uniform quality. The designs of the houses uniformly reflect the Arts
& Crafts taste that was current in residential architecture in the period. Schenectady was
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experiencing a large and progressive housing boom and, evidently, local architects and builders
were familiar with the sources for designs and millwork.
The ten Craftsman houses constructed in the district between 1910 and 1915 (the only outlier
being the Colonial Revival-style Second Reformed Church Parsonage built in 1922) represent a
wide range of scale and design choices. At the modest end is a one-story bungalow built in 1913 at
14 Morris Avenue that defied the requisite two-story and, probably, $3,500 cost thresholds
(PHOTO 9). Of the more elaborate are the half-timbered English Revival houses at 6 and 15 Morris
Avenue, both completed in 1910 (PHOTOS 3 & 10). While the lesser dwelling was based on plans
purchased by its builder from a catalog, professional journal, home magazine or newspaper
advertisement (the Schenectady Gazette carried illustrated articles on new houses weekly during
this period), the better houses were designed by trained architects and constructed by
experienced contractors. In between are six houses using Four-Square plans with exteriors
distinguished by a combination of brick, stucco and wood-shingle materials, prominent timberframed front porches, and picturesque English Cottage and Craftsman features, such as lozengepane windows, shadowy eaves, and exposed rafter tails (PHOTOS 1-2, 4-5 & 7-8). The one
remaining house not in conformance with these is a bungalow type with a front piazza tucked
under the sweeping house roof and surmounted by a large upper-story dormer (PHOTO 6).
One of the most architecturally developed of the properties is the William F. & Anna L.
Hardstock House at 6 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 3). Completed in 1910, it was designed by the
Albany architectural firm Fuller & Robinson. Applied to a standard two-story, front-gable
detached townhouse plan, the modern Arts & Crafts design reorganized the main floor with the
addition of wide bay window with five tall casements with leaded-glass transoms, replacing the
traditional beveled bay window, and a massive timber entrance porch. The first story was
constructed of brick with stone water tables and window sills. The upper story is half-timbered
with pebbly stucco panels. Three windows are regularly-spaced across the upper façade and a
single attic window is centered in the gable, all are framed by vertical timbers. The roofs of both
the house and the porch are fronted with solid verge boards with shaped ends and rafter tails
are exposed under the deep eaves. Another bay window similar to that on the front is located
on the southerly side wall along with a tall engaged brick chimney. A second chimney engaged
to the rear end of the northerly side wall denotes the location of the kitchen. Mid-story
windows on that wall indicate the interior position of stairs. A gable wall dormer in the center of
the wall is half-timbered with the roof edge embellished with timber truss and braces.
A half-timbered house of a larger scale is the Rubenstein-Carl-Veeder House at 15 Morris
Avenue (PHOTO 10). Constructed in 1910 it was designed by Schenectady architect William T.B.
Mynderse and built by Lewis E. Jeffers, who worked on three other houses in the historic
district. Essentially a wide two-story detached townhouse in plan, two large gable wall dormers
on the side walls and a clipped gable on the front, together with half-timbered stucco finish on
both stories, create a dramatic exterior appearance. The first story of the front façade is divided
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into two parts: one with a large gabled porch constructed of timbers distinguishing the entrance
and one with a beveled-sided bay window tucked under a second-story jetty in imitation of
antique English architecture. Two windows are positioned between vertical timbers on the
second story and a shallow, rectangular oriel with four windows is centered under the eaves of
the clipped gable. A flat-roof wing is attached to the southerly side of the house under the gable
wall dormer; it contains a sun porch with beveled corners on the first-story and an anteroom
above. A similar wing with a sleeping porch on the second story is attached to the rear or
easterly side of the building. Where original windows remain, the upper sash are glazed in a
lozenge pattern; however, many windows contain replacement sash. A one-story half-timbered
garage is sited on the property; a large overhead door has been added to its front façade.
The Lindsay-Holtzmann House at 2 Morris Avenue was built in 1912 by local builder Lewis E.
Jeffers using a published design based on a Four-Square plan. It has a stucco finish on its first
story and wood shingles on the second story and in the gables of the roof (PHOTO 1). The front
façade is distinguished by a stolid entrance porch with a stucco base, hefty columns and an
arched ceiling in line with the doorway and its single sidelight. The porch extends only to the
middle of the façade where the base continues as a terrace and providing more exposure for the
bay window. The gable is enclosed at its base by a pent roof continuing the boxed eave line
across the front and contains a triple window in the center. The shingled second story flares
slightly where it meets the lower stucco wall. A small bay window and central dormer are
located on the southerly side of the house, and a brick chimney is engaged to the opposing side.
Typical of the plan, it appears that there are rooms in each of the corners. The bay window on
the side suggests that the entry opens into a common room with stairs situated in the rear
corner. The best room occupies the other front corner distinguished by a fireplace. The kitchen
is behind the entry and the other room in the rear, probably a dining room. A shingled, gambrel
roof garage constructed with the house presents a barn-like appearance belied by a wide gable
window where a mow door should have been.
The house built for Alfred E. & Isabelle E. Gregg at 4 Morris Avenue in 1915 is very similar in plan
and finish as the foregoing example (PHOTO 2). Attributed to another carpenter-builder, Henry
J. Fuller, it likely followed a published or mail-order plan. With its hipped roof and frontal hipped
dormer, the house has a more conventional Four-Square appearance. Its stucco and wood
shingle exterior, exposed rafter tails and timbered front porch cloak the house in Craftsman
garb; a brick chimney is engaged to the northerly side. But overall it is a simplified and more
economical design without bay windows or fancy millwork. It also has a contemporaneous
gambrel roof garage.
Harness merchant and real estate agent William H. Putnam obtained the building permit for the
Homer J. & Florence S. Borst House at 7 Morris Avenue in 1913. With a brick first-story and
stucco second story, the house is more machined-looking and less picturesque than those
incorporating wood shingles. Nevertheless, it repeats the same Four-Square plan as well as the
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half-porch on the front leaving the bay window opposing the entrance in the open. The porch is
supported by brick piers and displays little of the timbered effect. In this case, the entrance has
been moved to the center suggesting that a foyer and stair hall has been inserted in the fourroom plan. A bay window is centered in second-story, with a low dormer in the roof above, and
rafter tails are exposed along the eaves of the hipped roof. The brick chimney engaged to the
northerly side wall is flanked by high windows in a characteristic Arts & Crafts manner. A hipped
roof, two-car garage is located at the rear of the property.
The Four Square house built for William S. & Elizabeth Frame at 8 Morris Street in 1910 is one of
two houses on the street designed by Schenectady architect C.G. Van Rensselaer (the other is
located at 12 Morris Ave.).Despite some flourishes coming from the architect’s hand, the brick
and wood shingle house is consistent with the other Four Squares in the district. Windows are
grouped in tripartite units with lozenge panes on the front façade, including a first-story
window, with transoms, notched into the shingled wall above, a second-story oriel and a
Palladian window in the attic. The half porch is elaborately assembled with large timbers and
bracing evincing Medieval construction. A sculpted verge board fronts the porch’s gable roof
and rafter tails are exposed on the sides as well as on all sides of the house roof. The entrance is
positioned near the center of the front but window placement on the southerly side indicates
the stair location against that wall. The quality of the exterior design leads to the presumption
that Van Rensselaer planned for equally nice finishes on the interior. A non-historic two-car
garage is on the property.
Built in 1913, the Gifford-Faust-Cramer House at 10 Morris Avenue is grouped with the Four
Squares although its form shares similarities with cross-gable houses popular during the last half
of the 19th century (PHOTO 7). The front-gable façade is organized in the manner of the other
houses in the group, particularly the Lindsay-Holtzmann House at no. 2 (PHOTO 1). The exterior
of the house is fully shingled, with different patterns on each level and with the second floor
siding flared out over that on the first to a degree not seen on the other houses. The second
story also projects out over the first on the front where it covers a four-unit bay window and the
recessed entrance. A thick bracket is positioned in the southerly corner where a small portion of
the recessed wall is exposed. A half porch distinguishes the entrance and while not as elaborate
is close in design to the porch on its neighbor at no. 8. Two windows are evenly spaced on the
second story and a single attic window is centered in the gable. The closed eaves return only a
short distance on the front; paneling resembling half timbering fills the apex of the roof gable as
well as the gable on the porch. Balustrades decorated with trefoils fill the spaces between the
between porch pillars and the house. A two-story cross-gable pavilion is centered on the
northerly side of the house; its gable is decorated in the same manner as in the front. A midstory door and window suggest that it is the location of interior stairs. The original owner’s
father, a civil engineer is entered on the architect’s line in the permit record. Some of the
idiosyncrasies in the plan may be attributable his status.
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The last house of the Four-Square plan group is the Veeder-Swick House at 12 Morris Avenue
(PHOTO 8). Built in 1913, the house was designed by architect C.G. Van Rensselaer, who also
drafted plans for no.8 two years earlier. The two houses share a number of features, notably
front façade organization with varied tripartite windows and timber frame porch. The stucco
exterior finish, stone porch base, hipped roof with central dormer, and two-story side pavilion
are notable differences. A stuccoed two-car garage with a hipped roof is of an age
commensurate with the house.
The William F. and Helen Skinkle House at 14 Morris Avenue was cited above as the most
modestly-designed house in the historic district. It also is the most altered house in the district
with vinyl clapboard siding and replacement windows added. The one-story house has the form
of a Craftsman Bungalow with a long, flattened gable roof covering a recessed porch on the
front. The walls, porch piers and chimney are covered with rough stucco. The three-bay front
façade has a center entrance surmounted by a gable dormer with battered sides and window
group with four casements and an arched transom, all multi-paned. It was built by carpenterbuilder John G. Smith in 1913, who probably followed some published design plan.
Another Bungalow type is represented in the Henry C. & Hattie J. McLean House at 9 Morris
Avenue (PHOTO 6). The house was constructed by Lewis E. Jeffers using plans provided by the
owner, Joseph H. Clements, Jr., who evidently built it on speculation. It is an uncharacteristic
design compared to the other, predominantly Four Square type on the street and a distinctive
example of an Arts & Crafts Bungalow. The sweeping front roof overhanging a recessed front
piazza is a signature feature of the type. In this case it is supported in the front by four groups of
three narrow pillars based on cobblestone piers and terminating at rustic consoles at the top. A
large gambrel roof dormer with five windows across the front is centered above the porch. The
gambrel form and wood shingle siding of the dormer, together with the shingled side gables
evince the design influence of the Shingle Style. The lower walls are shingled as well, with a
balanced three-bay center entrance façade under the porch. The upper story overhangs the
lower one on the ends and a brick chimney engaged to the northerly end runs up through the
inside of it. Windows contain original sash, with the upper ones divided into as many as 18
panes in the largest ones. A one-story shingled garage with front gable roof and folding doors is
positioned behind the house.
A brick, “Two-Story Colonial” house was built in 1922 for the Second Reformed Church
Parsonage at 5 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 11). Originally part of the church parcel, which
developed independently from the 1909 Case Plot plan, the parsonage was subdivided on
separate parcel when the church was sold in 1997 and remained in the ownership of the
Schenectady Classis, Reformed Church of America until 2007. In both context and design, the
parsonage is associated with the church and not the other Craftsman-style homes on the street.
William T.B. Mynderse is indicated as the architect, although he followed a standard, suburban
20th-century Colonial design quite different from his more creatively styled English Revival
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Rubenstein-Carl-Veeder House at no. 15 at the other end of the street. (The suburban Colonial
house type, as it developed in the early 20th century, is only one application of the Colonial
Revival style in its enduring and evolving expression since its introduction at the Centennial in
1876.) The Two-Story Colonial is characterized by a bilaterally-symmetrical front façade and plan
applied to a modern 20th-century house. It is based in a historic Classical order that the
picturesque design of Craftsman houses rebelled against. The modernity of the design is
reflected in the pastiche of antique ornament of industrial manufacture. This example has a
center entrance with a Federal-style porch flanked by windows with Georgian keyed jack arches
with a Greek-Revival entablature along the roof edge. The screened porch attached to the
northerly end is the one blatant contemporary suburban element. A one-story, hipped-roof onecar garage constructed of the same buff brick as the house is on the sited on the rear or easterly
side of the parcel.
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Status abbreviations: CB/NCB=contributing building/non-contributing building, COB/NCOB=contributing outbuilding/non-contributing outbuilding, CS/NCS=contributing site/non-contributing site

Parcel
Number

St.
No.

39.83---

39.83-2-15

Street
Name

Area
(acres)

Morris Ave

2

Morris Ave

Property Name

Case Plot Plan

0.19

Lindsay - Holtzmann House

39.83-2-16

4

Morris Ave

0.19

Alfred E. & Isabelle E. Gregg House

39.83-3-1.2

5

Morris Ave

0.24

Second Reformed Church
Parsonage

Description

Plan of house lots fronting on a
boulevard for the development of
middle-class, single-family dwellings
within a pre-existing urban
environment. Plan contained seven
lots on the west side of the street and
four on the east side (the rest of the
east side comprised a large lot for a
church and parsonage).
2 ½ sty wood frame single dwelling,
stuccoed fdn, pedimented front gable
roof w/ pedimented gable dormer,
stuccoed lower sty & wood shingled
upper sty , wood clap siding,
entrances on E & W sides, partial
porch, dbl hung ribbon windows
(Lewis E. Jeffers, builder)
2 ½ sty wood frame single dwelling,
cut stone fdn, hipped roof w/ hipped
dormer & dbl hung ribbon windows,
exposed rafter ends, stuccoed lower
sty and wood shingled upper sty,
wood clap added, offset ent w/ partial
porch, heavy squared porch piers,
entrances on S & E, storm windows
(Henry J. Fuller, builder)
2 ½ sty brick frame single dwelling,
brick fdn,gable asphalt roof, central
ent portico w/ doric columns,
enclosed side porch, storm windows
(William T.B. Mynderse, architect;
Lewis E. Jeffers, builder)

1

Est.
Year
Built

Style

1909

n/a

Outbuildings

n/a

Status

CS

Craftsman

1 sty wood
frame garage,
hip roof, 2 veh
bays

CB
COB

1915

Craftsman

1 sty wood
frame barn,
gambrel roof, 1
veh bay

CB
COB

1922

Colonial
Revival

1 sty brick
garage, hip roof,
1 veh bay

CB
COB

1912
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Status abbreviations: CB/NCB=contributing building/non-contributing building, COB/NCOB=contributing outbuilding/non-contributing outbuilding, CS/NCS=contributing site/non-contributing site

Parcel
Number

39.83-2-17

39.83-3-15

39.83-2-18

St.
No.

6

7

8

Street
Name

Morris Ave

Morris Ave

Morris Ave

Area
(acres)

0.21

0.18

0.16

Property Name

William F. & Anna L. Hardstock
House

Homer J. & Florence S. Borst House

William S. & Elizabeth M. Frame
House

Description

2 ½ sty brick frame single dwelling,
concrete fdn, front gable slate roof w/
side gable wall dormer, brick lower
sty & timber/stucco upper sty, offset
Tudor arch porch ent, on E & W
sides, lower sty casement windows
on E & S sides, storm windows
(Fuller & Robinson Co., architect;
William T. Thorpe, builder)
½ sty brick frame single dwelling,
parged fdn, hipped roof w/ hipped
dormer & dbl hung ribbon windows,
exposed rafter ends, brick lower sty
and stuccoed upper sty, partial porch
with cent ent,cen w/ partial porch,
heavy squared porch piers & metal
porch roof, entrances on S & W,
storm windows, “Frank De Paula
Schenectady NY” concrete driveway
stamp (William H. Putnam, architect
& builder)
2 ½ sty brick/wood frame single
dwelling, cut stone fdn, hipped roof
with gable dormers, exposed rafter
ends, brick lower sty & wood shingle
upper sty offset gable porch ent, dbl
hung ribbon windows, casement
windows, 3-part bay window, wall
overhang bracketing, storm windows
(G.C. Van Rensselaer, arch’t.; John
Erickson, builder)

2

Est.
Year
Built

Style

1910

English
Revival

1913

1910

Outbuildings

none

Craftsman

1 sty wood
frame garage,
hip roof, 2 veh
bays

Craftsman

1 sty wood
frame garage,
front gable roof,
1 veh bay, 1 sty
wood frame
garden/tool
shed, front gable
roof

Status

CB

CB
COB

CB
NCOB
NCOB
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Status abbreviations: CB/NCB=contributing building/non-contributing building, COB/NCOB=contributing outbuilding/non-contributing outbuilding, CS/NCS=contributing site/non-contributing site

Parcel
Number

St.
No.

Street
Name

Area
(acres)

Property Name

39.83-3-16

9

Morris Ave

0.14

Henry C. & Hattie J. McLean House

39.83-2-19

10

Morris Ave

0.15

Gifford-Faust-Cramer House

39.83-2-20

12

Morris Ave

0.12

Veeder-Swick House

39.83-2-21

14

Morris Ave

0.15

William F. & Helen Skinkle House

39.83-3-17

15

Morris Ave

0.26

Rubenstein-Carl-Veeder House

Description

2 ½ sty wood frame single dwelling,
brick fdn, gable roof w/ sloping pitch
over porch & large cent gambrel
dormer, full porch w/ cent ent, cluster
square porch piers w/ cobbled porch
pier base & chimney base, entrances
on W & E sides, storm windows
(Joseph H. Clements, Jr., possible
architect; Lewis E. Jeffers, builder)
2 ½ sty wood frame single dwelling,
cut stone fdn, front gable roof with
gable dormer on N side, dbl hung
ribbon windows, wood shingle siding,
offset front gable porch ent w/ exp
rafter ends, sqr porch piers, storm
windows (William Gifford, architect;
Charles Weaver, builder)
2 sty wood frame stucco single
dwelling, cut stone fdn, cross gable
roof, wood shingle siding added,
entrance centered on porch on front
of wing (C.G. Van Rensselaer,
architect; Charles E. Varney, builder)
1.5 sty wood plank single dwelling,
stone fdn, gable roof, wood clap, 3
bay façade, offset ent, saltbox, 1 sty
wing E end, front piazza wraps on W
end (John G. Smith, builder)
2 ½ sty wood frame multi-family, half
timber w/ stucco, clipped cross-gable
roof, offset gable porch ent,
exposed rafter ends, bay windows,
casement windows, storm windows
(William T.B. Mynderse, architect;
Lewis E. Jeffers, builder)

3

Est.
Year
Built

Style

Outbuildings

Status

1914

Craftsman

1 sty wood
frame garage,
front gable roof,
wood shingle,
vertical folding
doors, 2 veh
bays

CB
COB

1913

Craftsman

none

1913

Craftsman

1 sty wood fr
stucco garage,
hipped roof,
exposed rafter
ends, 2 veh
bays

CB
COB

1913

Craftsman

1 sty wood fr,
hip roof garage,
2 veh bays

CB
NCOB

1910

Tudor
Revival

1 sty wood fr
stucco garage,
front gable roof,
2 veh bays

CB
COB

CB
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SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT
The Morris Avenue Historic District in the city of Schenectady, New York is architecturally and
historically significant as an early 20th-century planned residential subdivision developed in what
was then the suburban edge of the expanding city. A short boulevard running south from Union
Street, Morris Avenue was one of a number of new affluent neighborhoods developed in that
part of the city brought on by the rapid growth of local industry. This new development
attracted not only newcomers moving into the city for white-collar jobs at the General Electric
plant but also local merchants prospering from the swelling economy and removing themselves
from older neighborhoods downtown, some in the path of commercial redevelopment. Morris
Avenue built up between 1909 and 1915 with ten distinctive houses built in the Craftsman style,
some designed by local architects and others evidently based on mail-order plans obtained by
their builders.
The neighborhood was created with the 1909 subdivision of a parcel of land lying between
Union Street and Eastern Avenue known as the Case Plot, being the remaining undeveloped
portion of land associated with the estate of Sarah L. Case, who had inherited it from her
grandfather Henry R. Wendell, it being a portion of his suburban farm. The plan was filed by
DeForest-Nicklas Co., a real estate development firm headed by Henry S. DeForest, who is
credited with building over 1,200 homes in the city. He was a former mayor, who was a member
of the U.S. Congress at the time lots were being sold on Morris Avenue. William G. Nicklas, 26
years DeForest’s junior, was a successful Schenectady real estate agent at the time he became
his partner. Lots were sold individually and their buyers commissioned architects and builders to
erect their houses. Half of the houses were designed by architects based in Schenectady or
Albany; the rest were built from plans obtained from other published sources by their owners or
contractors providing new insight into the manner in which these and the hundreds of other upto-date, stylish homes appearing in this period were conceived and realized.
While no single Craftsman house on Morris Avenue may embody the characteristics to be
individually eligible for the National Register, at least in the context of the extraordinary number
of such residences built in the city during this period, they represent a unique and distinctive
group of such properties with a common association of architectural development. It is not
known what prompted the various owners to adopt this uniform mode of design when most
developments of this period reflect diversity and eclecticism. Clearly, building contractors had a
role in promoting a form and style common to the others.
The historic district and all its component properties meet National Register Criteria A and C for
significance in the areas of architecture and community planning and development. The period
of significance extends from 1909, when the plan for Morris Avenue was mapped and filed, to
1940, when the period of Craftsman design and Progressive-Era urban residential development
and entrepreneur builders was interrupted by the Second World War. The district retains its
historic integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
In 1909 the heir and trustees of the estate of Sarah L. Case sold the tract of land between Union
Street and Eastern Avenue east of Wendell Avenue, on which the Morris Avenue houses were
constructed, to DeForest-Nicklas Co., a Schenectady real estate development firm.1 It was sold
with a 27-lot subdivision plan that had been filed with the city two years earlier (Fig.3). Case,
nee Sarah L. Trotter, was a granddaughter of Henry R. Wendell whose suburban farm occupied
land on both sides of Union Street east of Union College. She had grown up in his household and
after Wendell died in 1868, she inherited a 25-acre section of the farm on the south side of
Union Street, as well as a small parcel on the north side. Sarah had married quarryman and
brickmaker Sherman A. Case by 1875, and it was his name that overlaid the property on the
1886 Atlas of the City of Schenectady (Fig.1). Evidently, Case was operating the quarry on the
east side of the Wendell farm as well as manufacturing brick on the property.
Henry Robert Wendell (1784-1868) was descended from one of the region’s old Dutch families.
Records indicate he initially had a farm in Niskayuna, and he acquired the Schenectady property
in retirement. The extant farmhouse (1110 Wendell Ave.) is a mid-19th-century building. The
1860 census enumerated him as a farmer 67 years of age with a household containing his wife,
Pamelia Perry; their adult daughters, Agnes, Abby and Margaret; Margaret’s five-year-old
daughter, Sarah L. Trotter; a domestic servant and a boarder.
Sherman Alonzo Case (1844-1918) was the first-born son of Levi Case, a coppersmith born in
Canada, and Catherine H. Felthousen. His father was one of Schenectady’s leading
manufacturers with a large business and a considerable fortune. Levi Case produced parts used
in the building of locomotives and had contracts with the United States government making
casings for submarine torpedoes.2 Later advertisements attest to the longevity of the firm and
its transition into domestic products for plumbing, heating, lighting and ventilation. Coming of
age during the Civil War, Sherman served a three-year enlistment in the Union Army and was
mustered out as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1865, at which time he found employment in his father’s
shop.
Sherman and Sarah Case lived with his parents right after they were married, but by 1880 they
had moved to a house at 102 Lafayette Street. The 1880 census identified Sherman’s occupation
as stone quarryman and farmer with a 25-acre farm valued at $7,500, a sizeable figure that
suggests it had other assets, like a quarry. The farm’s production was limited to mostly hay and
some corn and oats, which would have fed the 11 horses stabled there. This large horse
population likely labored in Sherman’s quarry business. By 1887 he was in partnership with
Chauncey O. Yates in brickmaking on “upper Union Street.” Ten years later, his brick yard was
located in Glenville, without Mr. Yates, and Sherman was back living with his father and
unmarried brother and sister at 730 Union Street. Apparently, by 1892, he and his wife had

1

Schenectady County Deeds, Book 190 Page 114, 29 April 1909. Hereafter cited as SCD [Book#]:[Page#],
[date].
2
The Iron and Machinery World, Volume 96 (1904), 24.
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separated or divorced, with Sarah having moved to Ballston Spa with their 12-year-old son,
Willard.
Sarah L. Case obviously retained title to the 25-acres devised to her by her grandfather, for in
1895 she sold the parcel on the northerly side of Union Street to Charles F. Veeder, on which he
platted the portion of University Place now within the Union Triangle Historic District.3 As the
1905 map of the city indicates, her holdings on the southerly side of Union Street extended from
Gillespie Street east to the Morris Avenue tract, represented in 1905 as undeveloped and owned
by “Case Est.” (Fig.2). Sarah already had subdivided and sold house lots along University Place,
and Park and Wendell avenues, resulting in her occupation being termed “capitalist” in the 1892
census. She died in 1902 and in 1907 the remaining undeveloped parcel was subdivided and sold
to DeForest-Nicklas Co. (Fig.3). The new owners filed a revised plan with Morris Avenue named
and more than half of the east side of the street already devised to the Second Reformed
Church, a conveyance likely made by Sarah L. Case’s estate in the time since the original survey
(Fig.4).4
DeForest – Nicklas Co. was one of Schenectady’s more important real estate development firms
in the early 20th century. The principal partner was Henry Schermerhorn DeForest (1847-1917),
a Schenectady native and son of Obadiah (sometimes Alonzo) DeForest, county jailer and
undersheriff, and Sarah Ann Vedder. After working briefly as a bookkeeper for a local merchant,
DeForest purchased 450 acres on the flats and islands north of the city where he primarily raised
broom corn. He took the substantial earnings from this venture and invested them in
Schenectady real estate. Having been one of the advocates in persuading General Electric in
expanding their facilities in the city, he was well-aware of the housing demand that it would
create. Over the next 20 years DeForest would build over 1200 homes in the city, the majority of
them for working families. He financed those he sold, eventually organizing the Citizen’s Trust
Company for that purpose. DeForest also invested in commercial real estate downtown, building
the Edison Hotel, Currier Opera House and Union Hall Building, the latter being the address for
his business, H.S. DeForest & Co. In the early 1880s he was elected recorder of the city and went
on to serve two non-consecutive terms as mayor in 1885-1887 and 1889-1891. DeForest served
one term in the U.S. Congress, representing Albany and Schenectady counties in 1911-1913.5
In 1876 Henry S. DeForest married Lucie Van Epps, daughter of innkeeper Harmon Van Epps and
Martha Hemstreet. The DeForests had two daughters, Beulah (b. 1877) and Pearl (b. 1886). By
3

SCD 102:388, 26 Aug. 1895 and 102:520, 19 Aug. 1895. In 1896 Sarah’s aunt, Agnes L. Wendell, sold a
portion of her grandfather’s farm to Charles F. Veeder and John S. Juno who extended the Union Triangle
development to include Park and Wendell avenues.( SCD 104:95, 8 Jan. 1896.)
4
The Second Reformed Church had occupied a building at the corner of Jay and Liberty streets since 1855,
and when that building was slated for demolition for a new post office in 1909 it selected the corner of
Union Street and Morris Avenue for a new church building, which was dedicated in 1910. The church is
part of the Union Street Historic District. Its parsonage, built in 1922, was not included in the district with
the church and has been included in the Morris Avenue Historic District.
5
St. Johnsville, New York Enterprise, 15 June 1917.
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1904 DeForest and his family were living in a grand brick house built for them at 718 Union
Street. In that same year, William G. Nicklas, another successful Schenectady real estate agent
joined the firm, which was renamed DeForest-Nicklas Co. Twenty-six years DeForest’s junior,
William George Nicklas was the son of German immigrants Johan Ludwig Henrich (Henry)
Nicklas, a machinist, and Mary Follman. William and his wife, Anna M. Wurz, also a firstgeneration American, lived at 852 Union Street; married in 1898, they had yet to have children.
After Henry S. DeForest’s death in 1917, William G. Nicklas purchased his share of the company. 6
Evidently a close and trusted family friend, Nicklas served as the executor of Lucie Van Epps
DeForest’s estate following her death in 1930.7
The Morris Avenue subdivision plan was filed the same year the DeForest-Nicklas Co. was
created. They later created another subdivision on Wright Avenue. The streets were named for
the married names of the DeForest daughters: Pearl DeForest Morris and Beulah DeForest
Wright. DeForest-Nicklas Co. also developed a subdivision on Eastern Parkway. It does not
appear that DeForest-Nicklas Co. had a direct role in determining the architectural program for
Morris Avenue. Typical of developer’s deeds of the period, they placed restrictions on properties
they sold as far as use (no manufacturing or establishments distilling or selling liquor), set backs
and house values, in this case, the $3,500 requirement would have discouraged the construction
of middling houses. The Arts & Crafts theme running through the houses built on the street are
a factor of their period, it being the most modern architectural taste of the day and popular with
many of the affluent professionals living in the city. Local architects and builders in Schenectady
would have been familiar with the style and had experience working with the design.
Ten of the eleven houses comprising the historic district were constructed between 1910 and
1915. The eleventh is the parsonage for the Second Reformed Church (1904), which was not
built until 1922. Builders and architects have been identified for the properties based on
building permit records.
2 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 1)
DeForest-Nicklas Co. conveyed lot no. 4 of what they referred to as the Case Plot to George H.
Close on 1 June 1909. 8 Close and his brother, Benjamin, were proprietors of an automobile
dealership and garage at 405 Smith Street. Three years later George H. and Sarah E. Close,
husband and wife, sold the lot to James Lindsay for whom a building permit was issued on 17
April 1912.9 Lindsay owned an eponymous shoe store at 311 State Street with his brother, John,
and Edward A. Quiri, the prior owner. Lindsay Bros. Co. also had a store in Amsterdam, New
York, where James and his family had lived before moving to Morris Avenue. Born in Ireland,
6

Schenectady Gazette, 15 June 1917.
Schenectady Gazette, 25 Sept. 1930.
8
SCD 190:170. On the same day Close also purchased lot no. 2, which fronts on Union Street and is not
part of the historic district (SCD 190:173, 1 June 1909).
9
SCD 210:304, 20 Mar. 1912.
7
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Lindsay had immigrated to the U.S. in 1881 and had been naturalized by 1891. He married
Marion R. Rulison in 1897, and they had one daughter, Edith.
In 1920 the brothers dissolved their partnership with James taking ownership of the
Schenectady store and John keeping the Amsterdam store.10 Soon after, the Lindsays moved to
14 Parkwood Boulevard and sold the 2 Morris Avenue house to Charles F.G. Holtzmann, who
owned a men’s clothing store at 259-261 State Street. His father and namesake had established
the business in Schenectady by 1880. The census identified the birthplaces of both his parents
variously as Alsace or Germany. Charles F.G. Holtzmann’s wife Maude was born in Tennessee; it
does not appear they had any children. Maude continued to live in the house as a widow until
1935, the clothing business having been sold to brothers Ernest W. and Irving W. Minchen. By
1940 Maude Holtzmann had returned to live in Newport, Tennesee, where she presumably died.
She had sold the house to Carl W. Snyder, district manager for the telephone company, who was
active in the local Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Club.
The Lindsay House is said to have been built by Lewis E. Jeffers, a carpenter and building
contractor.11 He was born on a farm in Rotterdam, and by the time he was 19 years of age he
was working in that town as a carpenter with his older brother Allen Jeffers. In 1900 he was
living in Glenville with his wife, Catherine Larrabee. They had moved to Scotia by 1904 and to 1
Grove Place in Schenectady by 1906. Lewis E. Jeffers is recorded as the builder of three other
houses on Morris Avenue at nos. 5, 9 and 15. Coincidentally, he also was a member of the
Second Reformed Church located on the corner of Morris Avenue and Union Street since 1904.

4 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 2)
The DeForest-Nicklas Co. sold lot no. 5 of the Case Plot to Isabelle E. Gregg in 1909. 12 At that
time she and her husband, Alfred E. Gregg, a clerk employed at the electric works, and their 20year-old son, Clement E. Gregg, were living in a house they owned at 9 Lafayette Street. Alfred
E. Gregg was born on a farm in Rotterdam, attended Union College and went to work for
General Electric. He married Isabella E. Mead in 1885; she was the daughter of Schenectady
milliner John J. Mead. They were members of the Second Reformed Church and perhaps bought
property on Morris Avenue because of that association, as well as a desire to get out of the
older part of the city that was experiencing rapid commercial redevelopment. The Greggs did
not have a 4 Morris Avenue address listed in the city directory until 1915. They lived out their
lives there, Alfred E. Gregg died in 1937 and Isabelle E. Gregg died in 1948.
Records indicate the house was built by Henry J. Fuller, a carpenter-builder residing on Anthony
Street in the city. Born in 1886 in Amsterdam, New York, he was the son of carpenter George H.
Fuller and Mary C. Fuller. By 1910 Henry was living and working in Schenectady with his wife,
10

Schenectady Gazette, 12 Jan. 1921.
Schenectady NY, City Archives, NYS Building Inventory Form for 2 Morris Ave., 2000.
12
SCD 190:128, 3 June 1909. Alfred E. Gregg’s name was added to the deed in 1913 (224:133 & 135).
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Bessie Mae, who he married in 1904. No other buildings associated with him have been
identified. Fuller died in Glens Falls in 1967.

6 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 3)
A building permit was issued on 14 April 1910 for the house to be built for William F. and Anna L.
Hardstock at 6 Morris Avenue. DeForest-Nicklas Co. had deeded “lot no. 6 and the northerly or
rear part of lot no. 12” to Anna L. Hardstock nearly a year earlier.13 The elaborate brick and
stucco house with a half-timbered second-story was designed by the Albany architectural firm
Fuller & Robinson Co. Albert W. Fuller (1854-1934) had already reached prominence when he
partnered with William P. Robinson in 1910-1923, towards the end of his long career. Known
more for his schools, YMCAs, commercial buildings and elegant urban residences, the smallscale Hardstock House is an unusual example of his recorded commissions, which may reflect
the work of Robinson and other younger associates in the office.14 William T. Thorpe was the
builder of record. His business and home were located at 316 Lenox Road in the Schenectady
Realty Plot, in which he likely constructed other houses. Born in England, he immigrated to the
U.S. and Schenectady as a teenager in 1895 with his father John Thorpe, also a carpenter with
whom he apprenticed. Evidently, he arrived with some familiarity with the prevailing English
taste in domestic architecture. He married Anna M. Link in 1896 and was living in Cohoes in
1900, the year their son, William Guy Thorpe was born. William T. Thorpe disappears from
Schenectady directories after 1918.
William F. Hardstock (1868-1927) was born in Schenectady to German immigrant parents; he
was a master plumber and vice president of the Levi Case, Co. by 1910. Previous to that
Hardstock and his wife, Anna L., lived at 13 Gillespie Street in the Union Triangle. Anna also was
the child of German immigrants. Their son, Howard W. Hardstock was a plumber employed by
Levi Case Co. After her husband’s death in 1927, Anna L. Hardstock remained in the house until
her death in 1947, renting rooms to female lodgers.

7 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 4)
Joseph H. Clements, Jr. a building contractor, and Bertha D.P. Clements, his wife, acquired lot 17
of the Case Plot from DeForest-Nicklas Co. on 20 May 1909.15 A year-and-a-half later, the
Clementses transferred the deed to Lewis B. Sebring, a civil engineer, and T. DeWitt Hagadorn, a
real estate agent.16 After another year passed, on 6 December 1911, Sebring conveyed his share
to Hagadorn, who within days deeded the property to his son, William A. Hagadorn, also a
realtor.17 On that day John Allen, a local plumber, took title to the lot and after holding on to it
13

SCD 206:279, 15 May 1909.
T. Robins Brown, “Albert W. Fuller,” in Diana S. Waite, ed., Architects in Albany (Historic Albany
Foundation, 2009), 34-36.
15
SCD 190:151.
16
SCD 200:310, 14 Dec. 1910.
17
SCD 206:587, 25 Nov. 1911 and 199:519, 6 Dec. 1911.
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for another year and a half, sold it on 1 May 1913 to Homer J. Borst of Amsterdam, New York,
for whom the house was built.18
Homer J. Borst was a Harvard-educated lawyer (LL.B 1911) and the son and partner of Henry V.
Borst, an attorney in Amsterdam. It appears that Homer and his wife, Florence S. Serviss, and
their infant son, Vroman, moved to Schenectady to open a second office for the family law firm.
Borst later partnered with George B. Smith. A building permit filed on 14 June 1913 documents
that the house at 7 Morris Avenue was built for them. William H. Putnam was identified as the
architect and builder of the house, although he was a harness merchant by trade who was
engaged briefly in real estate, including the year the Borst house was built. He may appear in
the records because he purchased the plans and supervised construction. Florence S. Borst
outlived her husband and still was occupying the house when she died in 1945.

8 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 5)
William S. Frame, chief clerk for American Locomotive Co., and his wife, Elizabeth Stewart
Frame, purchased “lot no. 7 and the northerly two feet of lot no. 8” from DeForest-Nicklas Co.
on 18 August 1910. 19 A building permit was issued on 31 December 1909, indicating perhaps
that finalizing the deed was delayed for an unknown reason. Schenectady architect Cornelius
Glen Van Rensselaer (1869-1944) reputedly designed the brick and wood shingle dwelling; he
lived for many years in a two-family house at 27 University Place in the Union Triangle with his
wife, Genevieve and daughter, Justine. He was the son of Visher Van Rensselaer of East
Greenbush and a descendant of Killian Van Rensselaer, the legendary Dutch patroon of the
manor of Rensselaerwyck that encompassed present-day Albany and Rensselaer counties. He
designed numerous small commercial buildings, apartment houses and single-family dwellings in
the developing parts of the city. Among his documented commissions are the Veeder House,
Union Street ay Elmer Avenue (1904); Center Street School (1918); Draper Free School,
Rotterdam (1920); Methodist Church, Alplaus (1929); Pleasant Valley Market, State Street
(1931); and a three-story, fire-proof apartment block, Union Street at Park Avenue (1925). The
builder, John Erickson, was born in Sweden and immigrated to the U.S. as a young man in 1888.
He appears in Schenectady censuses and directories from 1903 to 1920, living with his wife,
Anna, and son, Wendell J. Erickson (a civil engineer educated at Union College). His wife was
listed as a widow in the 1927 city directory.
William Somerville Frame (1873-1953) was born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, and after graduating
from the University of Wisconsin in Madison, migrated east to Schenectady where in 1910 he
was enumerated with his wife of six years, Elizabeth Stewart, and infant daughter, Marjorie. It
appears that the Frames maintained the Morris Avenue address until William died in 1953.

18
19
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9 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 6)
DeForest-Nicklas Co. sold house builder Joseph H. Clements, Jr. “lot 16 and a portion of lot 15”
in the Case Plot on 29 October 1909, five months after he bought the adjoining lot 17 (now 7
Morris Ave.).20 Clements sold the latter lot to other speculators on 14 December 1910 and he
held onto this one until he sold it to Henry C. and Hattie J. McLean in 1914.21 The deed does not
reference a building on the lot, as they typically do, so it is likely the existing house at 9 Morris
Avenue was built afterwards. Joseph H. Clements, Jr., his wife, Bertha, and son MacMillan
resided at 8 Waverly Place during this period. Documentation for the property compiled by a
later owner cites Joseph H. Clements, Jr. as the architect and Lewis E. Jeffers as the builder.22
This information, as with other addresses on the street, appears to have come from building
permit records. Jeffers, who also has been credited as the builder of houses at 2, 5 and 15
Morris Avenue (see 2 Morris Ave. above for more background) is a likely candidate in this case.
However, Clements was not known to be an architect. He was a builder himself and by 1914 he
had become secretary treasurer for Peckham-Wolf & Co., a dealer in lumber and interior trim
located on Dock Street. He likely was provided plans from an unidentified outside source.
Henry C. McLean was a reporter (clerk) for the Supreme Court in Albany. He moved to Morris
Avenue from Gloversville with his wife, Hattie, and teenage son, Richard, and was listed in the
1915 Schenectady city directory. They lived in the house together for the next 50 years until
Hattie died in 1963. Henry and his son, who then lived in Horseheads, New York, sold the house
in 1971 to William W. and Ann M. Thomas.23 The executors of William W. Thomas’s last will and
testament transferred title to the property to Andres S. Thomas of New York City and Caroline
Thomas of Washington, D.C. in 2014. 24
10 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 7)
Lumber yard foreman William S. Mischler was living at 1210 State Street when he purchased the
“southerly 38 ft. of Lot 8 and the northerly 2 ft. of lot 9” from DeForest-Nicklas Co. in 1910.25 He
and his wife, Katherine, and their four young children were living at 10 Elm Street when they
sold the Morris Avenue lot to George Gifford almost three years later.26 Gifford obtained a
building permit on 18 December 1913, a few months after the transaction. However, Gifford, a
teller at the Mohawk Bank, was unmarried and lived with his parents at 303 Lafayette Street for
the entire time he owned the property. The building permit identifies William Gifford, George’s
father and a civil engineer, as the architect. Again, this may be a case of architectural plans being
purchased by the owner. Carpenter Charles Weaver is listed as the builder. Like many

20
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contractors of that era, he left the family farm in Glenville to benefit from Schenectady’s
building boom.
Apparently this was an investment opportunity George Gifford set up with the help of his father.
The house was rented to Henry M. Hobart, a consulting engineer at G.E., from 1914 to 1919
when Gifford sold the “land with buildings” to Eliza J. Chadwick.27 Both Eliza J. Chadwick and her
husband, William A. Chadwick, a real estate agent, were born in England, but had immigrated
separately as children and met and married here; they had twin daughters born in 1905. The
Chadwicks did not live in the house long, selling it in 1921 to Mary H. Faust, widow of physician
William P. Faust.28 She moved to Morris Avenue from Niskayuna where she lived with her sister,
Ida Mae Hickok. In the 1930 census, the sisters were enumerated in Los Angeles, California, but
Schenectady directories continued to list them at 10 Morris Avenue. Yet, Faust was renting the
house in 1930 to James M. Dunn, a physician and by 1935 to Edward K. Cramer, a lawyer, and
his wife Grace, who was deeded the property by Mary J. Faust in 1937. 29

12 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 8)
Eugene W. Veeder, who operated a coal and lumber yard on State Street, purchased the
“southerly 40 ft. of lot 9” in the Case Plot from DeForest Nicklas Co. in 1912.30 He was the son of
Henry Veeder and Helen B. Newkirk and was born on the family farm in Rotterdam. The Veeder
family has deep roots in the region; Eugene’s great-great-grandfather Garrett S. Veeder was a
captain in the Albany County Militia during the Revolutionary War. Eugene W. Veeder was the
brother of Charles F. Veeder, one of the developers of the Union Triangle. Eugene married his
second wife, Alice H. Dyer, in 1912, the year he hired architect Cornelius G. Van Rensselaer to
design a new house. (For more information on C.G. Van Rensselaer see entry for 8 Morris
Avenue.) A building permit was issued on 19 October 1912 with Charles E. Varney entered as the
builder. Born on a farm in Kingsbury, Washington County, Varney worked as a carpenter in Glens
Falls before moving to Schenectady. His business and home were located on Lenox Road
suggesting he had a role in the construction of similar houses in the Schenectady Realty Plot.
Eugene W. Veeder died unexpectedly in 1914, and the property was conveyed to Archibald G.
McNaughton, vice president of Clark Witbeck Co, hardware merchants. He had moved from 62
Bedford Road with his wife, Susan A.; infant daughter, Elizabeth A.; and a Scottish housekeeper.
In 1920 the McNaughtons moved to 1 Lowell Road and transferred the deed to the Morris
Avenue house to Walter E. Swick, a dry goods merchant. The census taken that year
enumerated Swick as a head of a household at 12 Morris Avenue that included his wife, Mabel
Smith, born in Michigan; two sons, Ashton W., age 11, and John Douglas, age 8; and his
27
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widowed mother-in-law, Mary B. Smith. Walter E. Swick was the son of John and Martha A.
Swick of Lockport, New York, where his father was a produce merchant. Swick’s neighbor at 15
Morris Avenue, Charles W. Carl, also from Lockport, married his sister Lily Swick. Both families
moved to Schenectady and were employed in the Carl Company, a dry goods store at 254-258
State Street. The Swicks are documented as residing at 12 Morris Avenue into the 1940s and
they probably lived there until their deaths, Mabel in 1958 and Walter in 1968.

14 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 9)
A small bungalow was built for William F. Skinkle on lot no. 10 in the Case Plot, which he bought
from DeForest-Nicklas Co. in 1913.31 Skinkle was a traveling salesman for the Pioneer Broom
Company; he and his wife, Helen, were in residence in time to be listed at the address in the 1914
city directory. A building permit dated 1 May 1913 identifies John G. Smith as the architect and
builder. Obviously, he had purchased plans for this simple cottage from another source, as it is a
classic catalog house. John Gottlieb Smith was born in Pennsylvania to German immigrant parents.
He appears in Schenectady directories in 1905 and lived in a two-family house at 40 Columbia
Street with his wife, Edna, and two young children. By 1910 he graduated from being a carpenter
to a contractor, implying he ran his own business. The Skinkles stayed in the house until 1935
when the deed was conveyed to Theodore Paffenback, a city fireman, and his wife, Mae.

15 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 10)
The most elaborate house on the street, situated on a large lot on the corner of Morris and
Eastern avenues, was constructed in 1910 by building contractor Lewis E. Jeffers on lot he
acquired from DeForest-Nicklas Co. for speculation purposes.32 (For information on Jeffers, see
entry for 2 Morris Ave.) By the time a building permit was issued, five days after the second of
two deeds was signed, Jeffers already had plans in hand drawn by architect William T.B.
Mynderse (1871-1931), son of Barent A. Mynderse, a prominent local physician, and Albertina
Sanders Ten Broeck. The Mynderse family could claim myriad ties to the region’s Colonial
patriarchy. They resided on a large estate on the Scotia side of the Mohawk known as Lake Hill
overlooking Collins Lake in a gambrel-roof house probably also designed by William T.B.
Mynderse, as well as “Holland House”, a Dutch-styled house built on the family’s Scotia land for
his own house (1916). He also was the architect for the Schenectady Day Nursery (1912); St.
Andrew’s Mission Church, Scotia (1915-16); the McClellan Hospital in Cambridge, NY (191819)—client was his sister’s husband; an addition to the Mohawk Bank, in the Stockade (1924);
and Union College gate (ca. 1925).

31
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As the house was being finished, Jeffers sold the “land with buildings” to Lazarus Rubenstein,
formerly a jeweler but by then a real estate investor. Born in 1874 to Polish immigrant parents
in Syracuse, New York, his father, Rufus, was a retail grocer. Twenty years later he was listed in
the Schenectady city directory as a jeweler, apparently having spent some in New York City. In
1901, at 31 years of age, he was living at 781 State Street, with his wife, Gussie; mother-in-law
Anna Heinz; and sister-in-law, Emma Heinz, a milliner. By 1906 he was engaged in real estate.
Within a week of purchasing the house at 15 Morris Avenue, he flipped it to Samuel Levy. 33 He
was born in 1882 in Malone, Franklin County, in the Adirondacks, obtained a law degree from
Cornell University in 1904, opened a law office in Schenectady in 1905, married Elizabeth Ida
Propp in Tupper Lake in 1907, and was enumerated in the 1910 census residing nearby on Park
Avenue with an infant son, Richard, and a female domestic servant.
Levy had moved to 1506 Union Street by 1911 when he transferred title to the property he had
owned for only six months to Lily S. Carl, wife of Charles W. Carl, president of the Carl dry goods
company.34 A native of Lockport, New York, where his father, George W. Carl was a commission
merchant, Charles had relocated the business to Schenectady and opened the Carl Company, a
dry goods establishment at 254-258 State Street by 1906. His wife, Lily Swick, who he married in
1904, and infant son accompanied him, as well as Lily’s brother, Walter E. Swick, who was
employed in the Carl store, and his wife and family. The Carls moved into 15 Morris Avenue and
the Swicks into 12 Morris Avenue across the street. A brother, Edwin L. Carl, secretary-treasurer
of the company, settled in the city, too.
The Carls and their four children moved to a new house on the Troy Road in 1929 and their
Morris Street property was conveyed to James W. Veeder, a lawyer in general practice, and his
wife, Janet. Veeder died in 1932 and afterwards the house was rented to Robert and Isabelle
Allison; he was employed as a manager at American Locomotive. The Allisons resided in the
house into the 1940s.
5 Morris Avenue (PHOTO 11)
Although not developed as part of the DeForest-Nicklas Co. plot—this lot was subdivided from
the parcel created for the Second Reformed Church in the Case Plot before 1909 (Figs.2 & 3),
the property is included in the Morris Avenue Historic District. (If boundaries had been drawn
accurately for the Union Street Historic District at the time of listing, the church and parsonage
would have been part of it. However, the parsonage was neither delineated nor described in the
nomination.
A building permit was issued for the house on 22 May 1922 citing William T.B. Mynderse as the
architect and Lewis E. Jeffers as the builder. (See the entry for 15 Morris Avenue for information
on William T.B. Mynderse and the entry for 2 Morris Avenue for information on Lewis E. Jeffers.)
33
34
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The Second Reformed Church had erected its new building at the corner of Morris Avenue and
Union Street in 1904, vacating their original church on the corner of Jay and Liberty streets due
to advancing commercial redevelopment in the area. The original church, built in 1855, was
replaced by the post office currently in that location, but not before the bell tower and several
stained glass windows were salvaged and incorporated in the new church design.
Documentation has not been found, but it is possible that Mynderse and Jeffers were
responsible for the design and construction of the new church, dedicated in 1910 (PHOTO 11).
Apparently, the old parsonage on Liberty Street near Clinton Street continued to be inhabited
until a new residence could be built for the pastor at the rear of the Morris Avenue church lot.
John Meengs was the pastor at the time and was the first to occupy the house. Born in Holland,
he was a widow and lived with a housekeeper. When he died in 1937, his place in the pulpit and
the parsonage was taken by Girade R. Gnade. In 1940 his household included his wife, Hazel B.,
two sons, and mother-in-law Blanch C. Brown. Gnade left the church in 1945. Harvey J. Goldzung
was pastor from 1966 to 1974.
The church closed in 1990s due to a decline in membership with the congregation dispersing to
other Reformed Churches in the area. In 1997 the property was divided and the church was sold
to the Tabernacle of New Hope.35 The Classis of Schenectady, Reformed Church of America
retained title to the parsonage and its lot until 2007 when it was sold to Susan M. Cerone. 36 The
property has changed hands twice since then and is currently owned by Randy Rausch and
Heather Rose.37

35

Schenectady NY, Schenectady County Historical Society Library, Vertical File, Second Reformed Church.
SCD 1759:351, 11 Apr. 2007.
37
SCD 1881:778, 16 Aug. 2013.
36
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BOUNDARY MAP
 north at top
 all properties contributing to the significance of the district
 photo locations provided in captions

Source: Schenectady Internet Mapping System

MORRIS AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT

City of Schenectady, Schenectady County, New York
FIGURES

Fig.1: Plate from 1886 Atlas of the City of Schenectady.

Fig.2: Place from 1903 Atlas of Schenectady County and the Village of Scotia. Area marked “Case Est.” is
the yet-to-be subdivided Case Plot.
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City of Schenectady, Schenectady County, New York
FIGURES

Fig.3: Map of Lots in the City of Schenectady Belonging to the Estate of Sarah E.
Case, 1907. Schenectady County Clerk’s Office, Map Case C, Folder225.

Fig.4: Map of the Case Plot in the 6th Ward of the City of Schenectady belonging to
the DeForest-Nicklas Co., May 4th 1909. Schenectady County Clerk’s Office, Map
Case B, Folder 253.
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PHOTOGRAPHS (credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2016)

PHOTO 1: Lindsay-Holtzmann House, 2 Morris Ave., 1912, from south.

PHOTO 2: Alfred E. & Isabelle E. Gregg House, 4 Morris Ave., 1915, from east.
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PHOTOGRAPHS (credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2016)

PHOTO 3: William F. & Anna L. Hardstock House, 6 Morris Ave., 1910, from south

PHOTO 4: Homer J. & Florence S. Borst House, 7 Morris Ave., 1913, from west.

2

MORRIS AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT
City of Schenectady, Schenectady County, New York
PHOTOGRAPHS (credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2016)

PHOTO 5: William S. & Elizabeth M. Frame House, 8 Morris Ave., 1910, from south.

PHOTO 6: Henry C. & Hattie J. McLean House, 9 Morris Ave., 1914, from north.
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PHOTOGRAPHS (credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2016)

PHOTO 7: Gifford-Faust-Cramer House, 10 Morris Ave., 1913, from west.

PHOTO 8: Veeder-Swick House, 12 Morris Ave., 1913, from south.
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PHOTOGRAPHS (credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2016)

PHOTO 9: William F. & Helen Skinkle House, 14 Morris Ave., 1913, from south.

PHOTO 10: Rubenstein-Carl-Veeder House, 15 Morris Ave., 1910, from west.
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PHOTOGRAPHS (credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2016)

PHOTO 11: Second Reformed Church Parsonage, 5 Morris Ave., 1922, from north.

PHOTO 12: Morris Ave. streetscape, westerly side from south.
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